
UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 OR 15(d) of The Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): September 28, 2018

GENTEX CORPORATION
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Michigan 0-10235 38-2030505
(State or other jurisdiction

of incorporation)
(Commission
File Number)

(IRS Employer
Identification No.)

   

600 North Centennial Street
Zeeland, Michigan  49464

(Address of principal executive offices)  (Zip Code)

Registrant's telephone number, including area code: (616) 772-1800
_____________________________________________________________

(Former name or former address, if changed since last report.)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the
registrant under any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))



Section 5 - Corporate Governance and Management

Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of
Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

On September 28, 2018, the Board of Directors of Gentex Corporation (the “Company”)
appointed Kathy Starkoff as a director, effective immediately.  The initial term as a director for Ms.
Starkoff will expire at the Company’s 2019 annual meeting of shareholders, unless she is re-
nominated as a director, and elected by stockholders at the annual meeting.

Ms. Starkoff currently serves as Founder, President and CEO of Orange Star Consulting.
Prior to founding Orange Star, Ms. Starkoff served as CIO at The Ohio State University, where she
was a member of both the President’s Council and the University’s Management Committee,
providing strategic direction and advice to the President, key leaders and the Board of Trustees.
Prior to that , Ms. Starkoff served as CTO and Group Vice President of Limited Brands, a $6 billion
global retailer, now LBrands. While there, Ms. Starkoff led transformational change, which
included informing and advising key executives and the board of directors. Prior to her role at
LBrands, Ms. Starkoff was CTO and Senior Vice President at Bank One Corporation, now Chase,
where she used her experience to help improve the speed and effectiveness of IT in mergers and
acquisitions. Ms. Starkoff currently serves as Board Chair of Flying Horse Farms and is also a
member of the SeriousFun Children’s Network Board.

Ms. Starkoff will receive compensation for her service on the Board of Directors in
accordance with the Company’s non-employee director compensation program (as described
further in Part III, Item 11 and Exhibit 10.15 to the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K filed
February 21, 2018, which are incorporated herein by reference), including annual retainers and
stock option grants under the Company’s 2012 Amended and Restated Non-employee Director
Stock Option Plan, prorated to reflect her appointment date. The Company also entered into a
standard form indemnity agreement with Ms. Starkoff effective upon her appointment to the Board
of Directors (which indemnity agreement form was included as Exhibit 10.10 to the Company's
Annual Report on Form 10-K filed February 21, 2018).

There are no arrangements or understandings between Mr. Starkoff and any other persons
pursuant to which she was appointed to the Board of Directors. There are no family relationships
between Ms. Starkoff and any director, officer, or any person nominated or chosen by the
Company to become a director or officer. There are no related party transactions (within the
meaning of Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K promulgated by the Securities and Exchange
Commission) between Ms. Starkoff and the Company. Ms. Starkoff has been determined by the
Board of Directors to be independent in accordance with



the current standards of the NASDAQ Global Select Market based on information she provided.

A copy of the Company's News Release concerning the foregoing announcements is
attached as Exhibit 99.1.
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(d)        Exhibit 99.1
    

News Release Dated October 1, 2018.
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Gentex Appoints Kathy Starkoff to Board of Directors

Zeeland, MI, October 1, 2018 – Gentex Corporation (NASDAQ: GNTX), a leading supplier of digital vision, connected
car, dimmable glass and fire protection technologies, announced today that Kathy Starkoff, Founder, President and
CEO of Orange Star Consulting, has been appointed to its board of directors.
 
For the past 30 years, Ms. Starkoff has provided technology-focused leadership that spans from higher education to
Fortune 500 organizations. She has skillfully translated digital and technological innovations into strategy, directed
enterprise risk management, and guided mission-critical system, process and organizational changes. She has served
as a leader and board member for several well-respected nonprofit, education and technology companies.
 
“We are honored and fortunate to have found a board member of Kathy’s caliber,” said Steve Downing, CEO of Gentex.
“She gives us the opportunity to bring fresh, thoughtful insights to our technology and strategic priorities. Kathy’s values
are in line with Gentex’s, and she shares in our approach of finding and making long-term strategic decisions that will
continue our growth trajectory for the benefit of all of our stakeholders.”
 
Prior to founding Orange Star, Ms. Starkoff served as CIO at The Ohio State University, where she was a member of
both the President’s Council and the University’s Management Committee, providing strategic direction and advice to
the President, key leaders and the Board of Trustees. Prior to that assignment, Ms. Starkoff served as CTO and Group
Vice President of Limited Brands, a $6 billion global retailer, now LBrands. While there, Ms. Starkoff led
transformational change, which included informing and advising key executives and the board of directors. Before her
role at LBrands, Ms. Starkoff was CTO and Senior Vice President at Bank One Corporation, now Chase, where she
used her experience to help improve the speed and effectiveness of IT in mergers and acquisitions.
 
In addition to her new role with Gentex, Ms. Starkoff currently serves as Board Chair of Flying Horse Farms and is also
a member of the SeriousFun Children’s Network Board. Her previous board experience includes a vice chair role of
Columbus Academy’s Board of Directors, and Nominating and Governance Committee Chair, as well as a member of
the Head-of-School search committee. Ms. Starkoff has served as an advisor to the National Science Foundation’s
Office of Advanced Cyberinfrastructure. Ms. Starkoff holds a Master of Business Administration degree from Case
Western Reserve University and a Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics, from Kent State University.
 
“I’m honored and excited to serve on Gentex’s board of directors, and I look forward to working with the management
team and other members of the board to continue supporting Gentex’s long term growth strategies,” said Ms. Starkoff.
 



 

 
About Gentex Founded in 1974, Gentex Corporation (The NASDAQ Global Select Market: GNTX) is a supplier of
automatic-dimming rearview mirrors and electronics to the automotive industry, dimmable aircraft windows for aviation
markets, and fire protection products to the fire protection market. Visit the Company’s web site at www.gentex.com.
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